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PRINCIPAL’S NOTES 

This week was National School Volunteers 
Appreciation Week and Secretary’s Day.  
We certainly showered Mrs. Tracey and our 
office helper Mrs. Higgins with love, cards, 
and flowers.  We also took the opportunity 
to express thanks and gratitude to our PTO 
Steering Committee, room parents, regular 
volunteers, Linden Ponds volunteers, and 
many more for volunteering time at Cole 
School with words and cards of thanks and 
appreciation.  It takes a village and we are 
thankful for our village. 

On Wednesday evening, teachers were treated to a delicious dinner from On Rye Deli before Parent 
Teacher Conferences.  Many thanks to Mrs. Adams and her team for putting this dinner together for 
us.  It was a wonderful meal and offered all of us a chance to enjoy a meal together. 

Parents received an email asking them to complete this year’s Parent Survey.  It will take about 20 
minutes to complete the survey.  We are hoping for a high participation rate.  The survey window will 
be open until May 6th.  We’ll use this information to help us write our 2019-2020 School Improvement 
Plan.  

Students participated in Bus Meetings this week to review expectations for bus behavior with their 
Bus Teacher and the Bus Driver.  Meetings will continue into next week for some buses.  Please ask 
your child about this meeting and review bus expectations at home as well. 
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Mark your Calendar 

4/30 - Gr. 5 MCAS ELA 1 

4/30 - PTO Meeting 7:30pm 

5/01 - Gr. 5 MCAS ELA 2 

5/01 - Joint School Council Meeting 3:45pm 
@ Vinal School 

5/02 - Incoming Kindergarten Orientation 
7pm 

5/03 - Stay and Play 

5/06 - Teacher Appreciation Week 

5/08 - School Nurse Appreciation Day 

5/09 - Early Release 12:20pm dismissal 

5/10 - Gr. 3 MCAS Math 1 

5/10 - Stay and Play

COLE MINERS’ DIG
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Kindergarten Orientation for the parents of incoming kindergarten students is on Thursday, May 2nd 
at 7pm in the Cole School Library.   

Connections groups met on Monday to read Twenty One Elephants together and then complete a 
STEM activity to build a bridge with straws and tape.  Homerooms then revisited the task on Friday 
morning to redesign their bridges based on what they learned from their first attempt.  Take a look at 
the pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page when you have a moment.  The students did a great job 
with the challenge. 

So many students were prepared to share a Poem in their Pocket on Thursday.  It was such fun 
listening to the students share a favorite poem with others.   

On Tuesday, May 28th, students in grades K-5 Cole School students will meet co-authors Jessica 
Kensky and Patrick Downes, a married couple who were both injured during the Boston Marathon 
bombing in 2013. They will be joined by the star of their book and ASPCA Dog of the Year, RESCUE!  
Learn about the role of service dogs to help people with physical disabilities and the amazing things 
that people and dogs can accomplish together through hard work, perseverance, and partnership. 
The authors will read aloud, take questions and sign books for all attendees. You can even get 
Rescue’s “pawtograph” with your copy.  If you are interested in purchasing a copy of the book, 
Rescue & Jessica, A Life-changing Friendship, please look for the order form that will be coming 
home with students on Monday, April 22nd 

NURSE’S NOTES 

Dear Parents/Guardians of Fourth Graders, 
In accordance with Massachusetts law, M.G.L. c. 71, s. 57 and related amendments and regulations, 
a physical examination is required during your child’s fourth grade year.  Please send in your most 
recent physical for your 4th grader.    

Please be aware that tick season has begun.  April, May, June and July are the most active months 
for ticks. Please do a daily tick check. 

 

Congratulations to Tighe Greene, Olivia Sowinski, Vivian Pithie and Tobey 
Henrichsen for earning their Black Belt in Recorder Karate!  
Congratulations to Brianna Yee, Lillian Burke, Brayden Logan and Ariana Dobbins 
for earning their 9th Degree Black Belt! 
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MEL’S SPOTLIGHT 

This week we would like to help you get to know Mrs. Rantz, a caring and 
dedicated fifth grade teacher.  Mrs. Rantz was born in Weymouth, 
Massachusetts and grew up in Hingham. She went to St. Paul’s for 
elementary and middle school.  After graduating from Hingham High 
School, she went to college at Sacred Heart University and majored in 
English. The year after college, she continued her studies at Sacred 
Heart, receiving her Master’s Degree in Elementary Education.  After 
graduating, she was hired as a third grade teacher in New Haven, 
Connecticut.  After a year there she decided it was time to move home to 
Hingham and was hired as a fourth grade teacher at the Vinal School, 
where Mrs. Rantz taught both fourth and fifth grade for 15 years.  She 
transferred to Cole School three years ago, and has been teaching fifth 
grade since she started here.   

She currently lives in Hanover with her husband, Matt, two boys Noah (7) and Ethan (5), and dog 
Winston. In her free time, Mrs. Rantz enjoys spending time with her boys, photography, coaching 
baseball and crafting, specifically making centerpieces.  During the winter Mrs. Rantz loves to ski and 
during the summer she enjoys swimming.  While she doesn’t travel as much as she used to, Mrs. 
Rantz enjoys visiting places she has never been as well as returning to places she loves, like Disney 
World.  Mrs. Rantz also enjoys reading as much as she can, her favorite book growing up was "Little 
Women", by Louisa May Alcott.   

Mrs. Rantz is a New England sports team fan through and through!  She enjoys watching all Boston/
New England sports teams, but specifically enjoys Red Sox and Patriots games with her family.  

As a young girl, Mrs. Rantz dreamed of becoming a ballerina.  As she grew up, she realized this was 
probably not going to be her path.  Her second grade teacher, Mrs. Wilson inspired her and helped 
her see that education was her true calling.  We are sure that Mrs. Wilson would be very proud to 
know that she inspired Mrs. Rantz and ultimately helped her become the teacher she is today.  Cole 
School is lucky to have Mrs. Rantz!  
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PTO NEWS                          
     Calling all 5th Grade Parents! 

The 5th Grade Celebration is Thursday, June 13th and we need your 
help!  Preparations are well underway and the much-anticipated 5th 
grade video production has already begun.  To ensure that all 5th 
graders are included in the video, we need all parents to submit GROUP 
photos of their 5th graders throughout their time at Cole School to 
ColeSchoolPhotos@gmail.com by May 3rd. 

Submit photos in jpeg format and include Student’s names, date, grade and event name 
(e.g. 2nd grade Plimoth Plantation field trip, Field Day 2015, etc.).  Please ONLY submit photos at 
school events, NOT birthday parties, pool parties, etc. 
  
Help us to capture, enjoy and share memories from the 2019 Cole School graduating class for years 
to come! 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
    
Norwell Youth Football 

Are you ready for some football?  Registration is now open for Norwell Youth Football, grades 2-8. 
Visit norwellyouthfootball.com for more information on this fun, team-building game that encourages 
players of all abilities.  We hope to see you on the turf!  Register by May 31 to be included in our 
drawing for $50 Dick’s Sporting Goods gift certificates that are good for anything in the store! 
If there are any questions, please contact Greg Daly at gdaly@hbr.org 
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NORWELL RECREATION SET TO HOST ANNUAL FREE FAMILY FISHING DERBY 
ON SATURDAY 5/11/19 AT JACOBS POND 

 All ages are invited to participate in the annual Catch & Release Fishing Derby.  Free bait (provided 
by Belsan’s) will be available for as long as it lasts!  Bring your own rod, tackle and bucket.  Event is 
free for all participants.  Anglers ages 18 and up must have a fishing license.  Event will be held rain 
or shine and promises fun and prizes.  Pre-Registration is not required!  Motorized boats are not 
allowed!  Awards for all age groups including “First Fish Caught” and “Smallest Fish Caught.”  
Raffle Prizes, Giveaways and Fun! 
  
Saturday, May 11 
6:30-10:30am 
Meet at Woodworth Field entrance on Route 123 across from Jacobs Pond Prizes and Awards 
announced at 10:30am! 
  
Event Sponsorship Opportunities and Raffle Prize Donations are being sought!  Please  
contact ggrey@townofnorwell.net for more information! 
  
If you would like more information about this topic, please contact George Grey at 781 659 8046 or 
email ggrey@townofnorwell.net. 

  

More programs and more information is available at: https://www.townofnorwell.net/recreation-
department 

Thursday Basketball (Gr K-2) starts May 2 

Wednesday Dance Forever (Gr 1-5) starts May 15 

Wednesday Hands on Electronics (Gr 3-5) starts May 22 

Thursday Lego by STEM CELL (Gr K-3) starts May 23 
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SUMMER 2019 NORWELL RECREATION PROGRAM REGISTRATION 
BEGINS WEDNESDAY 5/1/19 (RESIDENTS ONLINE ONLY) 

  
The Summer Norwell Recreation Program Guide will be delivered to all Norwell Resident households 
and PO Boxes on approximately 4/17/19.  ONLINE REGISTRATION for all Summer 2019 programs 
begins at 10:00am on WEDNESDAY 5/1/19 @ www.townofnorwell.net for Norwell Residents 
only!  MAIL-IN, WALK-IN and NON-RESIDENT REGISTRATION begins on WEDNESDAY 5/8/19 
at 10:00am.  Families are recommended to confirm account passwords and update existing 
accounts or set-up your new account prior to 5/1/19 to ensure a smooth online registration 
process on the day of registration.  Program information will be available online 
at www.townofnorwell.net.  Norwell Recreation offers over 100 sessions of over 30 programs 
including SCENE our traditional all-day summer recreation program plus specialty weekly clinics in 
sports, STEM, art, music, outdoor recreation and more.     
  
Many programs have a tendency to fill up fast!  Norwell Recreation’s traditional “Summer Recreation 
Program” known as “SCENE” will start the week of 6/24/19.  Participants 4 years old to entering 
Grade 1 may register for Kinder SCENE to be held at Town Hall.  2nd-5th graders may register for Kid 
SCENE to be held at Vinal School this Summer.  Summer SCENE is available for 6th-8th graders and 
features 2 exciting field trips each week!  Thursday Night is Flag Football Night in Norwell with the 
NFL FLAG program!  Norwell Recreation will feature a variety of youth “Summer Clinics” ranging from 
art, sports, music, STEM and more!  Adult fitness programs and Outdoor Pickleball at Pine St. will 
also be available this Summer.  
  
To access or set-up your online account:  Visit www.townofnorwell.net and click on RECREATION 
listed under departments and follow the links to ACTIVITY REGISTRATION! 
  
Town of Norwell Recreation Department is located at Town Hall 345 Main St., Monday-Thursday 
9:00am-4:00pm, Friday 9:00am-12:00pm.   For more information visit www.townofnorwell.net or call 
(781) 659-8046. 
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